About this painting
“Blessing of the Wheat at Artois”, copy by Theodore Gegoux (1850-1931), 1882, oil on canvas, 50.5” x 125.25”.
Original painted 1857 by Jules Breton (1827 - 1906), Musées des Beaux-Arts d'Arras, France
Gegoux travelled to Luxembourg, in the summer of 1881, where he made sketches and notes from the original painting.  He finished the principle work at his studio in Watertown, New York.
“Another painting, ten and a half feet long by four high, representing the "Blessing of the Harvest," is under process of completion and is very interesting.  A procession of people, dressed in gay attire and accompanied by a priest under a moving canopy, is seen marching through a wheat field keeping time to the music of bands.  This was the old French custom of blessing the crops before they were harvested.  The scene is peculiarly charming on account of the variety of colors shown, the costumes of the people, the ripened grain, the green pastures beyond, the blue sky overhead, and the brilliant rays of the sun upon all."  The Watertown Daily Times, December 31, 1881 - Saturday
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Monumental scale horizontal painting of a historical type scene featured in soft, naturalistic style. The scene depicts a Rogation procession which takes place three days before Ascension. In the countryside around Courrières, Breton's native village, young girls wearing their first communion dresses, clergy and local dignitaries, walk around the fields to attract Heaven's blessing on future harvests. The scene highlights the important role of Christianity in rural life. Pale blue sky background with light white clouds scattered in the sky. The earth is ochre colored with green and gold accents.

Quoted from "The Rural Vision, France and America in the Late Nineteenth Century"

By Hollister Sturges - Copyright  ©  All Rights Reserved:

"His most ambitious canvas up to this time, The Blessing of the Wheat at Artois, exhibited at the 1857 Salon, translates the customs of this rural community on an epic scale.  Breton gathered all segments of the village society in a religious ceremony. In his rendering of a priestly procession on the plain of Courrières, Breton emphasized that the Christian faith of the Community was intact.  In this ancient, rustic ritual intended to ensure the abundance of the harvest, the priest beneath the canopy carries the host in the monstrance out into the fields.  Rural notables, village maidens, and others make up the procession, and as they pass, peasants kneel before them in pious gratitude.  This epic picture emphasizes the social harmony of the agricultural community, which in turn brings forth the fruits of a bountiful nature."

