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January 3,1923. 

MiS9 H e n r i e t t a il« F a i l i n g , 

201 .Fifth S t r e e t , 
P o r t l a n d , Oregon, 

l)oar Llisa F a i l i n g : 

Nearly 20 years ago Hr. Thoo.Gegoux, a t a l e n t e d a r t i s t , 

of French doacent,bu.t a c i t i z e n of tho United. States and f o r 

many years a resident of tho State of Uo.' Yor> f came to Port­

land f o r tho bene Tit of h i s hoalth. Aa ho needed r e s t , he made no 

•^uhjio e f f o r t to secure v/orTc, but oonooived tho idea of p a i n t i n g 

th<t> IJayors of Portland. To that ond he sought photographs and I 
(1851) 

w^ft able to supply him with a l l but ono from tho beginning up to 

tho year that Judge Williams waa elected Mayor. 

• He proceeded w.Hh "his wort? w i t h the idea that when the 

• e n t i r e set was completed there would not ho any d i f f i o u l t y i n 

s e a l i n g tho sasb to tho ::ity of Portland. But i n t h i s he has 

beorh :o±K3ars^^ Hot only haa 

ho painted excellent. P o r t r a i t s (bust, l l f e - s i a o } , b u t haa suppliod 

good frames i n each case, 

About four years ago I suggested to him that p o s s i b l y the 

ropyoaontativos of descendants of the e a r l y mayors no l i v i n g i n 

Portland might bo induced to buy t h e i r father's p o r t r a i t s . To aug-

jgestibn ho consented, and placed the p r i c e at $100."O each. Then 

I'spOlro t o Hr. W i l l i a m LI, ladd and ho bought h i s father's p o r t r a i t . 

Thon I spite t o your Uncle James and ho bought your grandfather's 

p o r t r a i t , and ho aslrod mo to speak to you about t a k i n g your fatherSa 

p o r t r a i t , as he pronounced i t a vory good ono. 



( i l i s a II.U.P.) 

\ 
l l r . Gegoux 

About ten years ago I t o l a Mm the s t o r y of tho organization of tho 

P r o v i s i o n a l Government, an<i auggested that i t wight a f f o r d a subjoot of a 

groat h i s t o r i c a l p a i n t I n g . A f t e r some d e l i b e r a t i o n ho dee'dod to undertake 

i t , In ordor to do ao, however, ho decided that i t would be noconaary to 

givo up a rooidenoo i n Portland and f i n d a placo i n tho v i c i n i t y of tho 
Amerioan 

place whore tho f i r o t c i v i l gayernrncnt went o" t':e Boc'rymountaina waa 
O?A Llay 2,1043. 

organised. That too": him to Champoeg. I 1hia chango or base ho thought would 

enable him to imbibe the s p i r i t of that momentoua ovont, and enable him 

to produce a much b e t t e r p a i n t i n g than he could otherwise. 

That work i o now p r a c t i c a l l y f i n i s h e d , and i t i s an unusually f i n e 

production, and I hopo that ovontually i t w i l l become the property of 

tho St-Vbe, 
done 

Uednwhile ho haa l i t t l e odd jobs here and there i n the way of por­

t r a i t s and sketches and haa existed a f t e r a faahion. And not/ he i a 

i n nead of any t h i n g ho can get by the aalo of h i a p o r t r a i t a of the 

Hayors." Hence t h i s appeal to you, 

H waa tho wish of Hr, ladd and your Uncle James that tho p o r t r a i t a 

they bought aho-Id remain with tho othora, aa it- waa hoped by them 

that the e n t i r e number, £9 i n a l l , would u l t i m a t e l y f i n d a place i n 

tho C i t y Ha11 # 

I havo had the care of them f o r eight years, w i t h very a l i g h t 

expense1, i a order to save i n large measure the storage charges that 

:.;Mr* Gegoux would otherwise have had to pay,. 
A l l those p o r t r a i t s can be seen i n an upper room of tho Oregon 

( H i s t o r i c a l Society,' • 
[ Si n c e r e l y , ' . ' 


